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Right, and carried it by his own energy through the House of
Lords. Naturally he made himself an object of animosity to
the court, and he was sent to the Tower as a reward of his
courage. They could not keep him as they kept Eliot, to die
there. He was released, but the battle had to be waged with 5
weapons which a Eussell was not disposed to use. When he
was released Parliamentary life in England was suspended.
There was no place for a Russell by the side of Laud and
Stafford, and Bedford set himself to improve his property and
drain the marshes about Whittlesea and Thorney. If solid IQ
work well done, if the addition of hundreds of thousands of
acres to the soil available for the support of English hie, be
a title to honourable remembrance, this earl ranks not the
lowest in the Cheneys pantheon. He and his countess lie in
the vault, with several of their children who died in childhood; 15
they are commemorated in a monument not ungraceful in
itself, were not it too daubed with paint and vulgarised by
gilding. One of the little ones is a baby, a bambino swaddled
round with wrappings which had probably helped to choke
the infant life out of it.                                                         20
The wise earl died immediately after the opening of the
Long Parliament. William Russell, his eldest son, had been
returned to the House of Commons along with Pym as
member for Tavistock. The Bedford interest doubtless gave
Pym his seat there. His father's death removed him from 35
the stormy atmosphere of the Lower House, and he was un-
equal to the responsibilities which his new position threw
upon him. Civil war was not a theatre on which any Russell
was likely to distinguish himself, and Earl William less than
any of them. The old landmarks were submerged under the QQ
deluge. He was washed from side to side, fighting alternately
in the field for King and Parliament. He signed the Covenant
in 1645, but he found Woburn a pleasanter place than the
council chamber, and thenceforward, till Cromwell's death,
he looked on and took little part in public life. Charles twice gg